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Hael cur puasuers been fandiar with Oxford, they could hase
csughe us up several imes over. As it was, by the time they exmicated
themselves from the young man whase hoat we had stolen, then
consalted tuear maps, we were anay Lom the nverside path in
Clristelwach mesdow—by this tine, 1 was puating—and down e new
ot tw o Lsis propen.

By the i they bad Jocated the Thames path, onc back up
te: Fally Besdge, and crassed the snoer 1o get 1o the path, the cumeant
had moned us briskly domvstreans They acarly canaht ns up ar Tfles,
when the lockkeeper protested about warking the Jocks for one
sohitary punst, but a fash of gold in hus hand changed lus memd, and we
were VY.

The day wss warm, the aushions were comfortable, and the
merest touch of the pole kept us moving in the right direction. We
stopped from time 1o time (o ke refreshment. And at ooe such stop,
1 bought an mtique post-card, thinkmg to amuse Ms Kmg m
Californua
When crening came upon us, T changzed inro rasment that would draw
less natice than trousers on a woman my age, and we ahandoned our
vessel. Tra fit of whansy, Tleft the day’s clothing folded in e boat,
witls iy seconsdiuy puir of spectackes, sivce every 1eader of s
Betion kisows that nocides always remove their spoctacies,

Thuss, the esplanation of how Ms King conne to possess my memenrs.

T veay a2 Bates fevwe vecomisit the gaey af aur subseauent
commimications: What T meant by the antique postcard thar she read
as, Mare 1o fallow; why we were in Uvecht when T sent it; and why,
most pazzding of all, The Times d@d not publish its account of dee punt
fevnxd i comtral Lowdon for s entire theee years.

15 it not satisfying to know that there is always more o ang
tale?
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May-Day m Oxford 13 an ancient vitual, wheeh has been
suspended from time to time over the cenmuries due to excessive
unrdiness. It begins well before dawn, when from all directions
people trickle into the high street, making their way in the
direction of the Magdalene College tower,

At davwm, chowr-boys ranse ther vosces to the day, their
sweet, high chorus trailing down cver the packed street of
Fomilies and bomeless men, passing tradesmen and beersadden
underpraduates, antiquarians and toumsts.  Participants of the
previons night's college balls, held upnght by the press of the
thyoag, pass avound halfempiy bottles of cheap dampage.
1eost of them bedrageled, ticless, sometimes shocless, and often
sadden from the puzzling ritual of leaping out of punts or off of
bLridges in their evening dress. “When the snatches of song linish
dnftng down from on high, the crond shakes off its attentive
silemce, gives a nodsy pulse, and yeverses ils mogress, out fvom
Maglalene College. Moris dimoers boumee and raide on the
pavanzy stones sunounding the Ruddiffe Guuers, Hobby Luises
gve de kiss of faabity w deomed young woses, odd fosdsulls
are suld, the waafold degy of die wwa looks on fowdly at die
g freney, aned the vites of spring v oflically ushered m

When the shy was stell dich oveddiead, Holiues and I et
wusclves out of the gate and juised Ge wickle, seon steun, of
May Day celebranss,

However, before e Magdodeae choir had ﬁmsl-ed. we
had been spotted.
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Any literary agent whom I put in charge of my memeirs
needed o Le, st of all a o She needed o be
strongminced enough o resist the blandishments and threats
unleashed upon her once the natre of these maauseripts came
to light. And sinee I theught it best w begin with someone with
links to Mary Russell above any links to Sherlock Holmes, I
cast my mind over ny relatives: consins of various stripe
abound, but search ac T might, I could find ne combination of
literary interest anxd common sense.

Next, I seught out the descendents of mv wsverssy
[nend, Veronmica Beaconshield only to find that the curvent
generation hcked the wit of their grandparenrs

So Twent further hack, to v childhoad in San
Francseo, and theve, m the cady weeks of 1992, 1 found the
person: Lsought. L he grunsddanghter of a chuldhood foend, she
was i the early stages of a literary carecr—her first novel had
been accepted at a New York publisaer—but she was also
sensible enough to balance the demumds o children, travel, a
hushimd with his own career, and a compiex bousehold, And
an untold benefiv: She had a background in Cld Testament
theology!

Without delay, I began to assemble the manusmmpts
and prepared o sznd them off to Ms King in California—but

bedors Teould do so, crastrophe sarack.
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I rang Patrick the followng evenng—trising that our
Sherdockian parsucts lacked the wheressithal to tap lines and
trace tedephone calls—to ask ham o stow the trunk of memoas
with a third party for the present, and heard of the pack’s
confounding by our actor's cross-country sprint. Patrick told
e be vould spend another mizht sleeping in the Land Rover at
our doer, then load up our trunks and valuabies and abandon
his post om the morraw, lesving the actor to his play.

We spent a pleasant thres days in my second home of
Cxdord. visiting wath old frends, punsuing our vasied studies,
and worrying not an the Jeast that we would be discovezed~the
ancient city is gencrously endowed with ancient academics, znd
oven the closing days of April are cool enough to justify hats and
e cocasional scazl,

Om the fourth day, my medical student greeted our
vetunn witls the news st o couple of it odd Asnencans b
vore (o Ui door wlale we were oue. With sinhing bent, I
ashed if they had worn Japel pus wits pipes, deestalher caps, <1
2210,

No, she replied—they were dogs,

"Holues,™ Ishoutod up Uee stams, "taue w b ofl[”

Tlowever, when T went ta get the car out, they were
Inung wait,
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Seemy the press of eager faces atmy semdow, T ke
an instant that I was in mortal danger—or if not mortal, then
certainly our sancty was to be challenged, At Jeast ten of tiem,
Amencans all, cach wearing one or several lapel-decoratons
depicting a bee ar a calabash pipe or the address 2218, They
were unmistakahle, and unstoppable.

I 1nised my voice in zlorm, and scurtied as fast ns
wonan of 92 can to chack the locks on the doors. The cook
came to sew, and being a woman of wat as well as culinary abdity,
Jjoined mstanty in bartening down onir defances. While she
went around the perimetes, closing the curtains, [ picked up the
teleplionse and stannoned assastanes: the stoat, wsd
ston-hearted, grandson of iy old Gow maneges, both of the
Eencrabons named Patack,

L ammutes, young Patrick was rosnog over the
paddocks m his Land Rover, dog and shotqun to hand, The
Sherlockians made a hasty retreat, first to the road and then,
when Pawick took up a pesition mid-drive with his shotgun over
his arm, up the road in the divection of the village. 1was
tempeexd to telephone the mn and request that they denv these
invadlers enteznee, ar at least make certan thear beer was overly
vananed, but oaoseeond twaght, wo open deckaation of v
gl vuly st deese Awcnivias” daader., u_,_.-_"_.;— =

Stll, a decleration of was it had be-ﬁa{o: ¥ |
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“The house in Oxford to which we retreated was in the northern
distriet of the town, a rec-studded neighbowrhood of Jarge brick
houscs inhabsted by dons and their famulics. It is dose cnough
to town that a stroll to the Badleian and Radcliffe Ebraries, even
with an arm full of books, 15 a pleasant interlude; it is far encugh
frem the centre that the swrangle of bells of a Sunday motnag s
amusing, net headache-inducing,

My house is like uts fellows from the outside, with high walls on
all sudes, a spacious gravel drive at the front, and a namow twret
glued onto one coener. The house and sts garden ave too
nondeseript for any passer-by 1o bother with a socond glance,
and as far as the nesghbours are concered, the onner is an
mdependent older woman who spends much ol her live
waveling and working on her acaderie studies, wineh (ot bemng
Ondord) could be Romanan campanology or Lver Aukes of the
upper Nile,

Omee upon a time, Holmes had amved at my student fla:
throwgl an upper window, setting off an elaborate and
crcnitous uaverse of Oxford's roof-tops in the snow.
Fortunatsly for us, this ime 1 was permitted to drive through the
elaborate and arcmtous city reads in the actor's Mercades,
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Bv good fortune, our salicitor-actor would be available for
several days, to play the part of a gemal if rather befuddled
elderly farmer who, indeed, happened to bear a resemblance o
one Sherlock Holmes, With him i placs, the Americans could
batter themselves against our deors until they were convinced
that their information was faulty, at which tme they nught go
back to the Pline or praises whence they had come.

Behind cur drasm curtams, Holmes remumed to his
experincent and I to mv manuscripts. Before padiocking the
tunk, bowever, [went through the house and collected an
annful of treasured memorahaha that called to rund our cases
and advennures oves the yeus Thev were, sith certain
exeentions, tems of listle commeraal salne—a friend’s
uudemark monode, one of Holmes' more dureputable ppes,
some nesespaper chppaags—but were they to be spetted by any
sharpwitted Sherdockian (if that be not an oxymoron) they
could not only give lie to our ruse, they would be themsehes
valnerable o the predasons of the honde ouside: Sheslockians
are inveterate collectors. ;

Tarmnged them atop my memoirs, andpadlotkéa(h: lld.
W hen T had more leisure, T shauld wtite a lester of c:wlmam
w e secipient uf Qe ook, ba uxﬁﬂ !_h.ul nndu»*l.!; |
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