ith the frunk of manuscripts and
memorabilia sevurely packed, 3 fuent upstaivs and assembled & pair of valises for
us, that fue might af least keep dry and romforfable in exile during the Amerivan
siege. J doubted that they had found my ofrm house in Oxfors—
J wouldy haye feard, had there been stfrangers climbing ouer the walls and Inifer-
ing ouf front—hut Holmes and J hape not made if fo our respective ages by
making pasy assumpfions.
Night rame. The rook did the washing up and grumbled fer fay fofoards bed.
@he dofmstaivs lights fuere furned off, then those in the laboratory, and finally
the bedroom fuent dark. All this fime, Jfatrick sat prominently hekind the fuheel of
the Tand Rower fohile the dogs profuled the groumds.
Txrept that shortly affer dack, fatrick’s outline in the rar fas in farf & scare-
vrofr made of stuffedy shicfs and a hat. Zeawing the more ohedient of fis ffon dogs
to guard the bummy and the rar, and the less ohedienf one insite the hoyse fo
bark foarningly, the three of us sef off arross the dark landsrape.
Onp adiantage of having falkey the Aofims for the hefter parf of & renfury—
daylight and dark, rain and snofo—is that one’s feet knofr the feay fohen one'’s
eyes o nof.
Ml strolled in pasy silence ouer the rropped grass, keeping fo the sheep-fravks tfo
vedure the sound of rravkling frost. In half an hour, e rame ouf in the roadsive
var-park near the road fo Basthourne, and Jatrick foent forfoard fo fap af the
windofy of the Merredes sedan that waifed there.
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