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A Case in Correspondence

© Laune R. King, 2010

The following story tells of an episode i the life of Mary Russell, in 1992. She was 92 years old,
and had decided (for reasons given in 2009’s “MyStory”) to send her collected memoirs to me,
Laurie King.

I described the puzzling arrival of a trunk filled with odds, ends, and manuscripts in my
mtroductions to the first four Russell stories (those introductions are available on the “Mary
Russell’s World” page of my web site, along with “MyStory”) but Miss Russell's version of events

has only recently come to light.

The Robert Goodman named 1n these varied communications, and their references to internal
tremors of Britain’s Intelligence community, concern the tenth volume of Miss Russell’s memoirs,
The God of the Hive. They also underscore the lasting impact of those long-ago events.

Thanks are owed to Ben (Postcard Heaven) and Carole (Pretty as a Postcard) for their assistance
mn locating the cards used by Russell and her colleagues; to Zoe Elkaim for organizing them into

some kind of order; and to Bob Difley, for his wizardry in restoring them to legibility. Although
for true legibility, you can also download a plain script version of the documents on the web site.
Thanks, too, to everyone willing to play The Game with gusto.

Laurie R. King

www.LaurieRKing.com



http://www.laurierking.com/etcetera/mary-russells-world/russells-mystory
http://www.laurierking.com/books/mary-russell/the-god-of-the-hive-2010
http://www.laurierking.com/books/etcetera/a-case-of-correspondence-2010
http://www.laurierking.com/
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7 May 1992

Dear ‘M‘,

I write for a reason unrelated to our most recent
series of communications, namely, that my husband
seems to have gone missing. Holmes was last seen a
week ago, on the afternoon of the first, at Kew
Gardens. Telephone calls to hospitals and police
stations have led to nothing, and I spent much of
yesterday at Kew with a photograph, but the only
response was from one attendant who thought he
recalled a tall old man talking with a sturdy blond
man in his thirties—an individual who may even have
had green eyes.

This ironic resemblance to Robert Goodman is so
striking as to be MYHAX unavoidable, but surely bears
no significance apart from stirring up the recent
conflict between us. 1 have no intention of removing
the document related to Goodman from the memoirs I
am sending to my American agent.

In any event, recent newspaper articles suggest
that the government are already moving forward with
the requisite public revelations.

If you receive news of Holmes, I would appreciate
it if you would pass it on to me.

Yours,
ARA

Mary Russell Holmes
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Kleven

8 May 1992
HM Treasury
Whitehall

Dear Mrs Holmes,

The ‘recent conflict between us,' which you would
present as a mild disagreement between individuals,
has on the contrary developed into a major political
consideration to the new government. As you no doubt
saw in yesterday's Times, The Prime Minister has been
forced to address those ‘requisite public revelations’
at a time that will have severe repercussions. My own
recommendation would have been to arrest the two of
you, but Mr Major and I do not agree. Person-
ally, I'd have thought your husband would care some-
thing for the life's work of his own brother, but
clearly his wife's memoirs take precedence over
matters of national security such as the history of

certain N
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MI6 chief naln'i'éd-"as
secrecy is lifted | |

BY MICHAEL EYANS. DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT

| soive prablems.

P
LA |

MI6, Britain's secret intelli-
pence service, i 1o be put on
a satutory footing for the
first time. as part of the
prime minisier's plan to be
more Opert abolit an organ-
Isation whaose existence has
not been officially acknow-
fed

Underlining the new
of openness. John

Major referred- 1o Sir Colin
McColl as the present head
of MI6. He has never been
named ollically. Earlier
this year, the Home Office
named Stefla Rimington as
the new head of Ml;.
domestie secunty service.

The naming of the heads
of MIS and MI6 trings
Brinain into line with other
countries including Russia,
which have not been 10 coy
about their intelligence
chiefs ’

Roben Gates. the Ameri-
can CIA director, appears
before Congress and on tefe
vision. Russiz’s two intelli-

chiefz were named on
their appointment,

Official recognition of
Mi6. 1o be enshrined in
legistation later this year,
follows the implementation
of the Security Sm Act
1989, which
statutory basis for the first
time. Under the act Lord
Justice uS’!'umASmim d\:'u
appoinied an indepen,
waichdog of M15, responsi-
ble for monitoring warrants

t Mi5ona

cude a similar watchdog
arm ent. However, as
Mr Major made clear yes-
terday, details of M16 oper-
ations remain secret.
MI6 officers are based in
British .embassies . abroad
and gather intelligence for
the s foreign,
defence, security and eco-
nomic ga)lm

Sir Colin MceColl, who
ook over as head of M6, or.
“C", from Sir Christopher
Curwen in 1989, is to retire
at 9 in September.
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